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By Steve “Goldy” Goldblatt
 
Did you ever want to become one with your 

fishing tackle? Do you dream of your rod and reel 
becoming an extension of your fishing conscious-
ness? Do you long to feel that primordial fish-the 
result of hundreds of millions of years of survival 
evolution-bow your rod and build that exquisite 
tension in your arms? Do you seek that rarest of 
moments in which the perfect convergence of air, 
sea, and fish allows one to literally bond with all 
who have fished before? 

 I hadn’t... until I fished Sitka, Alaska.
The seeds of my Alaskan fishing dream were 

actually planted on my fifth birthday when my 
uncle gave me a Penn reel and Kingfisher rod. 
For an entire tortuous year after that, my parents 
forbade me from using a real hook... sighting 
safety concerns (for others). Undaunted, I spent 
the better part of two summers casting and retriev-
ing a sinker, until I could hit piling at 50 yards 
with amazing accuracy. With or without a hook, 
I was hooked! 

As a boy I further fanned the flames by gaz-
ing at endless photos of trophy fish, reading all of 
Jack London’s stories, and even reading James A. 
Michener’s “Alaska”... twice!

Time passed, I grew up, but the dream lived 

ZEN AND THE ART OF ALASKAN FISHING
within me. At the ripe young age of 31, I quit 
my job in New York City and moved to San 
Diego. For two and a half years I cooked for 
fisherman (mainly on the 
Sportfisher Prowler out 
of Fisherman’s’ Landing), 
eagerly fishing on my own 
on precious days off. Even 
though my dream was in 
suspended animation it 
lived on and I was getting 
closer. 

Then about five years 
ago, while listening to the 
radio program Lets Talk 
Hook-up, I rekindled and 
re-discovered my child-
hood dream. During the 
show, I listened to callers 
re-live their Alaskan fish-
ing experiences. Fly-fish-
ing was not my thing, so 
those stories didn’t really 
grab me. But when they 
talked about Alaskan deep 
sea fishing... all my pent 
up fascination rushed to 
the surface! 

To avoid being shutout, I immediately tele-
phoned (it was September 2006) and reserved my 
spot for the June 2007 Lets Talk Hook-up Alaskan 

charter with Kingfisher 
Charters and Lodge. 

As a CPA, the timing 
would be perfect for me. 
The tax season insanity 
ended in April, followed 
by a precious month of 
decompression. Then... 
off to Alaska! It would 
be perfect. (As an aside 
here, allow me to suggest 
early booking of flights 
to obtain the best deals 
on tickets. In September 
2006, my tickets were less 
than $400.) 

The first leg of my 
Alaskan Airlines flight 
took me from San Diego to 
Seattle... the second from 
Seattle to Sitka, Alaska! 
Just the approach to the 
Sitka airport alone was 

By Carlos Gaudier

● Fred Hall shopping spree - lots of 
 dollars! 
● Air fare to Los Cabos - $300
● One day fishing on a super cruiser -  

 $400
● Bait - $20
● Cervezas and burritos - $6
● No Bananas - $0
● Catching a fish of a lifetime and 
 fishing with great friends – Priceless

There’s something magical about the 
East Cape that appeals to fishermen and 
non-fishermen alike.  I guess this is why my 
friends and I have been coming back for the 
past 6 years and counting.  Every time we 
visit there is always some new fish story and 
wonderful memories.  This year proved to be 
no different.

The highlight of this trip was when 
my friend Drew Varos and I went from No 
Bananas to Top Bananas.  After 6 years of 
fishing the Let’s Talk Hookup Tournaments 
in the East Cape, Team No Bananas  finally 
finished as Top Bananas of the 2007 11th An-
nual Rancho Leonero Spring Tournament.  

We are honored to at last join the ranks of previ-
ous legendary winners such as Team Malolo, 

Team Gefilte Fishers, Whiskey Tango and Huevos 
Grandes.  During our 4 days of fishing we were 
able to catch and release 3 marlin. We also caught 
8 nice sized dorado, the biggest at 36.5 lbs. We 
boated 19 tuna total ranging from footballs to a 
nice 42 pounder, we were able to share these with 
our crew. My friend Drew won the daily jackpot 
on his birthday with the 36.5 lb dodo and I won 
the jackpot on another day with my 42 lb. yel-

The “Sitka Halibut Crew” of Gary White, 
John Heston, Richard Maxa and Rick 
Maxa are shown with a days’ catch

Carlos Gaudier and Drew Varos of team 
“No Bananas” with a pair of beautiful dorado
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HOT BITES

PETE GRAY & RICK MAXA

Hosts of Let’s Talk Hook-Up

Hook-Up

My dad taught me how to fish 
when I was 6 years old.  One of 
the key lessons he taught me is 
fishermen need to be patient.  Fish 
bite when they want, not when 
you want.  This was a great lesson 
for a young angler that quickly 
became addicted to fishing.  Pa-
tients played heavily into the 2007 
summer fishing season.  We had 
plenty to catch, great yellowtail 
action, phenomenal white sea bass 
and plenty of other good fishing to 
keep us busy.  But everyone was 
waiting for the albacore season.  
Some were almost panicked that 
they would never come.  We had 
such early arrivals of the longfin 
tuna in years previous, but here 
we were in late June and still no 
sizeable counts of the prized tuna.  
Seasoned captains reminded us 
that a typical albacore season 
starts around the 4th of July.  Leg-
endary captain Bill Poole always 
said “shoot the fireworks, and then 
go albacore fishing”.  Well, that is 
exactly what happened.  The fish-
ing really busted loose June 29th, 
and it’s been fantastic ever since.  
Now is the time that we really ap-
preciate the expertise of the sport 
boat captains that put us on the 
fish.  For those private boaters, the 
albacore took a swing to the inside 
and were caught within 20 miles 
of home.  This is the time fisher-
men dream of, so take advantage 
of it while it is here.  It looks like 
this great season will continue, but 
you never know- being a patient 
angler is great, but when the fish 
are biting- go get ‘em!

We always want to thank the 
great sponsors that help make 
Let’s Talk Hook-up the number 
one show in the west.  Without 
their support, we would not be on 
the air.  We are also very grateful 
to the people at XX Sports Radio.  
This radio home to Let’s Talk 
Hook-up continues to get better 
every year.  We are proud to be a 
part of the great programming on 
this fantastic station. 

Have a great summer and fall 
season and we appreciate your 
support of Let’s Talk Hook-up!

By Tom Raftican 

The nature of sportfishing in 
California is in for some dramatic 
changes, in particular from the 
implementation of marine pro-
tected areas (MPAs).  The driving 
force behind this use of MPAs is 
the Marine Life Protection Act 
(MLPA), a law passed in 1999 that 
requires California to reformat its 
current array of protected areas.  
For better or for worse, the end 
results of the Marine Life Protec-
tion Act will not be determined 
by the actions of recreational 
anglers, but rather by the general 
public’s perception of what is best 
for the ocean.  While fishing is 
important, a decade of beating up 
on the problems of the ocean by 
recreational anglers (that’s right 
–us!), followed by environmental 
groups singing the same tune, has 
left California citizens with the 
impression that our ocean is on 
the verge of collapse.  Remem-
ber that we led the fight against 
gillnets, longlines and bottom 
trawls, highlighting their highly 
destructive nature.  The enviros 
came later!  Then, we took them 
on as we had taken on industrial 
fishing excesses.

For recreational fishing to 
prosper, we need to understand 
the dynamics of the conflict we 
face. It is a battle for the hearts 
and minds of the real deciders 
— the millions of Californians 
who care about the health of our 
ocean.  The Marine Life Protec-
tion Act provides the stage - a 
public process garnering head-
lines that equate the MLPA with 
the health of our ocean.  

Looking at this battlefield from 

UNDERSTANDING MARINE 
PROTECTED AREAS IN CALIFORNIA

above, one would see two camps 
of extremes.  On one side we 
find the protectionists, those who 
would be all too happy to close all 
fishing and access to our ocean.  
On the other side, we find the 
polar opposite - unbridled com-
mercial exploiters who assume 
anything in the ocean is rightly 
theirs and fair game.  Here’s the 
rub: perception is everything 
and, in the public’s eyes, if we’re 
against the MLPA, we’re against 
conservation. We are equated with 
the exploiters who created these 
problems in the first place.

Today, sportfishing is at a 
crossroads.  We recreational an-
glers are perceived as being in this 
second camp.   In fact, UASC (and 
I personally) can take responsibil-
ity for much of this public percep-
tion.  Leading “red shirt rallies” 
through the Channel Islands and 
initial MLPA process, we gar-
nered support from thousands of 
anglers.   At the same time, we 
fueled the ire of the extremists and 
alienated millions in the general 
public who —through the eyes 
of the LA Times and other me-
dia—saw us as spoiled children 
mad about losing their toys.  

But, as Yogi Berra so elo-
quently put it: “it ain’t over ‘til 
it’s over”.

The Marine Life Protection 
Act process is now going into 
high gear on California’s north 
central coast and Coastside Fish-
ing Club, our northern California 
partner, will be at ground zero.  
We will work closely with Coast-
side, along with the American 
Sportfishing Association (ASA), 
and new partners including the 
Sportfishing Association of Cali-

fornia (SAC) and the Southern 
California Marine Association 
(SCMA) to ensure a vibrant fu-
ture for recreational fishing.  In 
the north, Coastside will lead 
the team taking a conservation 
based approach to the MLPA 
that will risk the ire of not only 
the protectionists, but also of the 
trawlers, gillnetters and longliners 
who make up camp number two.  
But there is strength in numbers 
and our coalition members are 
working tirelessly to reclaim 
sportfishing’s rightful conserva-
tion heritage, that middle ground 
between protectionism and exploi-
tation.  We can and will balance 
the need for a healthy ocean with 
the light footprint of recreational 
angling— and most importantly at 
the same time maintain the widest 
possible access for us to pursue 
our passion.
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Full & Multi Day Trips
1. 65’ AZTEC
2. 60’ CORTEZ
3. 60’ ENDEAVOR
4. 75’ LEGEND
5. 50’ ORION
6. 65’ OUTER LIMITS
7. 72’ PACIFIC STAR
8. 65’ PACIFIC VOYAGER
9. 55’ VOYAGER

1717 Quivira Rd ~ San Diego, Ca 92109
Call 619.224.3383 for info and reservations

S P  O  R T F I S H I N G

15 BOATS FOR ALL YOUR FISHING NEEDS:
1/2 Day & 3/4 Day Trips
10. 85’ NEW SEAFORTH
11. 65’ SEA WATCH
12. 75’ SAN DIEGO
13. 65’ MISSION BELLE

Six Pack Trips
14. 36’ EL GATO DOS
15. 44’ LIMITLESS

Check out our 
fully stocked bait 
and tackle store!

lowfin.  It was a great feeling when 
on the last day our boat made our 
grand return to the dock with the 
most capture flags; 3 dorado flags, 
12 tuna flags and a pirate flag to 
boot.  As we unloaded our booty on 
the dock Team No Bananas felt like 
“rock cod” stars as we were greeted 
by paparazzi snapping shots of our 

nice catch.
  Of course there were other 

memorable catches worth mention-
ing.  The second day of the tourna-
ment turned out to be “Chicks Rule” 
day.  Lisa caught the jackpot, a 40+ 
yellowfin and Mary Dell and Judy 
each caught some nice dodos at 37 
and 32 pounds respectively.

Richard “Cod Father” Maxa 
landed his first roosterfish which 
was in the mid 30 pound class.  
“Rock Cod” Rick said it was great 
watching his dad get his first rooster.  

Bill and Bev had a most excellent 
score on cabrilla. Yo yo Master Phil 
scored another nice amberjack at 33 
pounds.

Newcomers Scott, Steve, and 
Dan got to pull on some nice sized 
tuna as well.  Dan, an avid fly fisher-
man had a blast pulling on the tuna 

which fought a little bit harder that 
the trout he was used to.  Most bill-
fish released went to team Nosotros 
Chupamos with 4 marlin.  Most cap-
ture flags went to team No Bananas, 
too many to count.  Most amberjack 
caught under John Ireland’s boat 
went to team Huevos Grandes with 
4.  Most rocks caught went to Sarah 
& Phil Bensimon and Carlos Gaudier 
while surf fishing.  

Besides the phenomenal fish-
ing, we really enjoy just hanging 
out with the great friends we have 

EAST CAPE -- Phenomenal fishing with great friends
made during our annual treks to 
Rancho Leonero.  It’s a very fun and 
friendly group.  We like the company 
of our old friends and always look 
forward to welcoming newcomers 
as well.  It’s a lighthearted group 
and we’ve come up with some fun 
traditions over the years.  Bob and 
Carol Blum of team Gefilte Fish-
ers started the tradition of wearing 
team shirts.  The other teams have 
started to follow suite.  Our friends 
from South Carolina, Blake, Dell 
and their kids sported their beauti-
fully designed Team Moonshine 
and Magnolias shirts.  Team Malolo, 
Whiskey Tango, and No Bananas 
also have team apparel as well.  I 
can’t wait to see the T-shirt design 
team Huevos Grandes comes up with 
next year!  This year team Gefilte 
Fishers stepped it up a notch with a 
new team flag which Carol proudly 
waved atop her fishing poles as she 
walked down the beach.

Our group also had an amusing 
time poking fun at our team name.   
Needless to say our team had to en-
dure a bunch of tomfoolery regard-
ing bananas.  Our friends tried to 
sneak bananas into our pockets and 
tackle boxes.  They tried to make us 
eat bananas for breakfast.  They even 
tried to make us use Banana Boat 
Sunblock.  Through it all, Drew and 
I remained steadfast in our belief 
of the old fishing superstition that 
bananas are bad luck during fishing.  
Our strategy definitely worked as our 

fishing mojo stayed with us during 
the whole trip.

Other trip notables-
The hot bait was gefilte fish, oy 

vay, I’m just kidding.  The sardinas 
were the hot ticket for the dorado 
and tuna.  

Hot tip – Urine trouble if you 
have your mom pee on your jelly-
fish sting, it makes for an awkward 
situation.  Just get vinegar from the 
kitchen, the acid from the vinegar 
may denature the venom.  Also the 
heat from a hot shower may also 
breakdown the venom as well.

Quote of the trip, “I always 
thought tuna were small since they 
come in such small cans.” The 
speaker shall remain undisclosed for 
obvious reasons.

Thanks Pete and Rick for put-
ting together another fantastic trip.  
Thanks to the Blums and the Ben-
simons for helping out with the 
tournament and to Bob Blum for 
his hard work with organizing the 
daily jackpots.  Muchas gracias to 
John, Jennifer, Genie, Gary H, Gary 
B-W, and the rest of the wonderful 
Rancho Leonero staff for all you help 
with our reservations and especially 
your warm hospitality.  John, we 
missed you and Jennifer, hope you 
are feeling better.  Already looking 
forward to next year.  Salud to good 
fishing, good times and especially 
good friends.

Lisa from the team “Chicks Rule” caught the daily jackpot 
with a 40 lb. class tuna
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2838 Garrison Street ~ San Diego, 92106   
Phone: (619) 226-2403 ~ Email: searcher@bajawhale.com

www.SearcherSportfishing.com

SEARCHER
Sportfishing

Dept 1 p.m.  Ret 8 a.m.          Days     Cost Load          Sponsor

JUL 19  JUL 24  5 SO. OUT 20 1st Annual Idaho Charter 
JUL 24  JUL 29  5 SO. OUT 25
JULY 29  JULY 31  1.5 340 32 Departure at 6 p.m. 1 Opening!
JULY 31  AUG 4  4  SO. OUT 29            Accurate Fishing Products Open
AUG 4  AUG 8  4 SO. OUT 29 Izorline Open-Free line!
AUG 8  AUG 11  3 SO. OUT 29  LET’S TALK HOOK-UP SHIMANO SEM.
AUG 11  AUG 14  3 850 29
AUG 14  AUG 18  4 1095 29 Braid Products Open
AUG 18  AUG 21  3 850 29 
AUG 21  AUG 26  5 1525 22 
AUG 26  AUG 31  5 1525 22
AUG 31  SEP 3  3 850 29 Labor Day Special
SEP 7  SEP 12  5 1350 25 976-TUNA Open
SEP 12  SEP 16  4 1095 29   
SEP 16  SEP 22  6 1625 25 Western Outdoors Open
SEP 22  SEP 29  7 1895 20 Alijos Rocks Special
SEP 29  OCT 6  7 1895 20 Alijos Rocks Special
OCT 6  OCT 13  7 1895 20 Alijos Rocks Special
DEC 1  DEC 10  9 2910 22 FOR 2008--Fish down/Fly back  
       from Cabo San Lucas!

Free T-shirts
lures, and more!

worth the price of admission. From 
the plane’s tiny window, the horizon 
was painted with a breathtaking mon-
tage of snow-covered mountains as 
far as the eye could see. Closer still 
was a veritable carpet of dense green 
forests hugging the shoreline of the 
Sound, its waters full of promise. On 
approach, my feelings were an odd 
mix of unquenchable excitement for 
the fishing adventure ahead... com-
bined with a wonderful peace. 

Disembarking in Sitka, I spot-
ted the “Kingfisher Charters” sign 
held aloft by their driver. After a 
brief trek, we arrived at the King-
fisher Lodge... really three beautiful 
two-story lodges, including a main 
dinning house, a fish cleaning build-
ing, and a processing facility. Each 
lodge looks out over Sitka Sound 
with snow-capped mountains and a 
dormant volcano pushing their peaks 
into the distant sky. The scene is 
nature’s natural eye candy. 

I suggest that before you depart 
you check the Lodge’s website  
(www.kingfishercharters.com) as it 
lists the daily fish limits along with 
helpful links to other websites, in-
cluding Alaska’s National Weather 
Service, Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game, and Sitka Visitor’s Bu-
reau. As for the quality of the accom-
modations, I couldn’t recommend 
the Kingfisher Lodge more highly. 
It is run like a proverbial “Swiss 
watch” and the food and service is 
nothing short of outstanding! 

Boats are limited to four anglers 
and a captain. Each day starts at 5:00 
AM with a hearty breakfast. Prompt-
ly at 5:45 AM, we all boarded vans 
for the ten-minute trip to the landing. 
I fished with Captain Heath Bone. 
His brother, Seth, started Kingfisher 
Charters & Lodge. The anglers get 
to set the agenda too... salmon, or 
halibut fishing. Seems June is the 
peak time for ocean run King Salmon 
in Sitka. Each day we opted to start 
fishing for Kings. 

Heath has his special spots, and 
the first day we ran about two hours 
to Whale Bay. 

While there, The Kings cooper-
ated. Each angler is allowed one 

King Salmon a day. Often we re-
leased fish in the 15-18 pound range 
betting that larger specimens were 
eagerly searching out our downrig-
gers. We trolled flashers and small 
plastic salmon hoochies and were not 
disappointed. We caught the largest 
Kings I ever saw... Gary Hunt’s King 
was pushing an amazing 42 pounds! 
My largest was in the 30-33 pound 
range. 

But as all anglers know, our 
fish continue to grow after they 
are caught, and King Salmon can 
really pull. Kings glow a beautiful 
iridescent silver and gold with black-
flecked skin. They are absolutely 
spectacular. 

The boat had great tackle too. 
You can bring your own gear (I 
did)... but I never used it. We trolled 
and mooched with two-piece salmon 
rods with Shimano Tekota line 
counter-level wind reels loaded with 
25-pound test Berkley mono. Line 
counters are useful as the color sonar 
identified the depth the Kings were 
feeding and it was easy to use the 
counter to lower our mooching rigs 
to the zone! 

For those unfamiliar with the 
term, “Mooching” is bouncing a 
jig or cut plug herring in the water 
column. The salmon hit on the sink 
or rise, so short jigging strokes tend 
to work best. Go to the bottom and 
you’re guaranteed to catch a black 
bass or a lingcod. Tom Ball caught 
the largest ling I ever saw caught. It 
was easily in the 45-pound range. 
Lingcod season was closed so it was 
released. Black Bass were filleted 
and used for halibut bait. We released 
many Black Bass. 

As for other wildlife, Whale Bay 
is home to a nesting pair of Bald 
Eagles. I watched in wonder as they 
circled high in the clouds, then sud-
denly swooped down, effortlessly 
skimmed the top of the water with 
open talons, and plucked a just-re-
leased bass in one smooth and swift 
motion. Eventually mom and dad 
eagle sent “junior” out to practice 
the technique, which he executed 
flawlessly, although at one point the 
young feathered offspring did mis-

judge a wind shift, lost altitude, and 
fell into the sea. Rather than release 
his catch though, he used his wings 
as paddles to propel himself the ap-
proximate 100 yards to the rocks. He 
hauled himself out with one talon 
while clutching his catch with the 
other. It was an awesome spectacle. 

And then there were the whales. I 
have seen Humpback whales breech 
many times in Hawaii, but from far 
off. Here, the whales were close, and 
I had never before seen the spectacle 
of a whale breeching and flying 4-5 
feet horizontally! I’d wager those 
whales must have been making at 
least 25-30 knots in order to launch 
their massive hulks that far out of 
the water. 

Ultimately we anchored for 
halibut, baited 12/0 circle hooks 
with two-pound leads, and waited. 
It takes a while for a chum slick of 
baited salmon entrails and Black 
Bass strips to entice the halibut. We 
busied ourselves releasing Yellow 
Eye Rock Cod after we each caught 
our limit. While waiting, the weather 
warmed and I got to shed my foul 
weather gear. We never experienced 
any bad weather. 

Halibut announce themselves 
like a train wreck. To those who say 
“halibut do not fight,” I say “time 
to re-think that myth.” I repeatedly 
watched 30-40 yard runs from Avnet 
reels loaded with 80 pound spectra 
disappear. Both Tom Ball and Tony 
Panetti caught halibut in the 125-
pound range. These were beautiful 
fish... caught in a spectacular set-

ting! 
Returning to the lodge, I couldn’t 

help notice its wide windows look-
ing out to the secluded Sitka Sound. 
Even from the lodge, there were 
vistas that would have enticed Ansel 
Adams out of Yosemite. It felt at 
times like I was in my own National 
Geographic movie. 

At the conclusion of what could 
only be described as an absolutely 
perfect four-day stay full of great 
fishing... I was driven to the airport 
where my filleted, vacuumed packed, 
frozen, and boxed fish awaited. 

At one point I was concerned 
that my four-hour layover in Seattle 
on the way back to San Diego might 
cause my fish to defrost. I worried 
for naught... they arrived fully frozen 
and in great shape. 

Upon my return to “America’s 
Finest City” with catch in hand, I 
shared it (and my experience) with 
good friends at a neighborhood bar-
becue... only adding to the overall 
pleasure of the experience. 

Everything about my Sitka, 
Alaska fishing adventure was truly 
memorable and will forever be 
etched in my fishing DNA. Yes, 
it’s a far cry from a Penn reel and 
Kingfisher rod... and casting and 
retrieving a sinker without a hook. 
But for those who keep their Alaskan 
fishing dream alive, it’s time to live 
that dream! 

I’m hooked and I’m headed 
back next year. Maybe I’ll see you 
there...

ZEN -- A perfect four-day stay full of great fishing

Sportfishing



5Summer 2007 Let’s Talk Hook-Up

By: Capt. David Bacon
WaveWalker Charters

Good science facilitates good 
fisheries management. Too long 
have we lamented the lack of cred-
ible science in the decision making 
processes. Too often, emotions 
and media hype rule the day. But 
no one laments the lack of good 
science more than the very people 
who are tasked with making tough 
decisions… PFMC members and 
F&G Commissioners. 

In order for them to make 
informed decisions they need to 
know precisely how many fish 
are out there, where/when the fish 
move around and what areas have 
essential habitat that should be 
protected to make sure there are 
lots of baby fish to maintain and 
even grow the overall population. 
Old stock assessments are woefully 
inadequate and the methods can 
be destructive. Too little is known 
about the movements of local fish 
we care about. Little consideration 
is given to the impacts of escalat-
ing populations of critters such as 
seals and sea lions. How the forces 
of the sea affect our sportfish has 
been little understood. 

All of this is changing, and 
for the better. There are numerous 
great research projects, some of 
which have the potential to revolu-
tionize fisheries management. The 
shining new example of how to de-
sign and conduct research is “col-
laborative research” which means 
that various marine stakeholders 
including anglers are involved in 
research project design and implan-
tation. Everyone works together on 
a research project and so everyone 
has confidence in the resulting data 

which is made available to all for 
interpretation. 

Once the decision makers have 
all the information 
from solid collabora-
tive research currently 
underway, they will 
be able to make wise 
informed decisions 
to benefit us all. No 
longer will decisions 
need to be driven by 
emotions and media 
hype because science 
will provide accurate 
and irrefutable infor-
mation. 

The National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric 
Administration 
(NOAA) is promoting 
and supporting marine 
research projects of 
such great importance 
that once the recre-
ational angling com-
munity knows more 
about them, we will 
have higher hopes for 
the future of fisheries 
management and we 
will be more under-
standing of regulatory 
changes because we 
are aware of the solid 
science that goes on 
behind changes.  Here 
are the stories of six 
research projects 
- supported by NOAA 
- of great interest and great impor-
tance to recreational anglers.

Sonar/ROV groundfish stock 
assessment: 

We are about to learn a great 
deal more about how many rock-
fish we have in the SoCal Bight. 

With funding from NOAA and the 
Pacific States Marine Fisheries 
Commission, scientists at NOAA’s 

Southwest Fisheries Science 
Center (SWFSC) are working to 
accurately determine the status of 
rockfish populations in southern 
California.  

Existing stock assessments rely 
heavily on data from trawl net sur-

veys, which collect fish to obtain 
counts and size measurements. 
The problem is this method often 

leads to the death 
of large numbers 
of fish. An addi-
tional problem is 
that many rockfish 
species pose a 
particularly dif-
ficult problem for 
assessments since 
they are found 
in rocky habitats 
where traditional 
net surveys can-
not be conducted. 
So we are doing 
a lot of guess-
work about the 
populations of our 
groundfish. 

The goal is 
to devise a way 
to gain important 
information on the 
total numbers and 
diversity of rock-
fish without add-
ing to the mortal-
ity of potentially 
depleted stocks. 
To accomplish this 
goal two groups 
that are part of 
NOAA’s SWFSC 
Fisheries Re-
sources Division 
have been devel-
oping methods to 

identify and count rockfish using 
an advanced sonar system (Simrad 
EK60 using 38, 70, 120 and 200 
kHz frequencies). The Advanced 
Technology Group, led by Dr. Da-

GOOD SCIENCE LEADS TO GOOD FISHERIES MANAGEMENT

Capt. David Bacon carefully lifts a calico about to be tagged at 
Santa Cruz Island

See GOOD SCIENCE, Page 7
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INTRODUCING OUR NEWEST FEATURE:

WE ARE LOOKING FOR “KIDS’ CORNER” ARTICLES FOR OUR NEWSLETTERS.

IT CAN BE A FUN STORY ABOUT A FAVORITE FISHING ADVENTURE, A STORY  
ABOUT HOW MUCH YOU LOVE TO FISH, OR ANY STORY RELATED TO FISHING. 
IF  YOU HAVE ACCOMPANYING PHOTOS, THAT IS GREAT TOO.

THE STORY SHOULD BE 500 TO 1000  WORDS.

SO, IF YOU ARE 16 OR UNDER AND WANT TO  PARTICIPATE- E-MAIL YOUR STO-
RIES TO WEBMASTER TOM AT TBALL@WEST.NET

MY FIRST DORADO
By Andy Wang

On a clear and sunny Sunday afternoon I began a fishing trip I would never forget. My 
fishing buddy, Robert, and I were getting our trolling gear ready because we were going 
offshore in search of exotic species such as the yellowtail and the dorado. We decided to 
troll a mackerel style Rapala and a feather made by Zuker to target the species that we 
were after. CLLLLIIICCKKKK……….. The clicker goes off on the TLD 30 and Robert 
grabs the rod. Man, that sound got my heart going and I was about to toss a bait out, until 
I saw that it was a bonito. Oh well, false alarm. At least it got my blood going. We set the 
lures out again and CLLLIIICCKKKK another one of them goes off. My heart is racing 
as I grab the rod and reel in the fish, but to my disappointment it was another bonito. We 
continue searching for a kelp paddy until we finally find one, and to the starboard side of 
the boat was a kelp-paddy. I never thought I would be so happy to see kelp. The captain 
tells us he sees lots of fish and to wait for the signal to throw our baits out. The bait-well 
is brimming with nice 6-8 inch sardines waiting to be pinned on. The captain gives us the 
signal and I grab the liveliest sardine and cast it out. Man oh Man, the dorado and yel-
lowtail are so thick that you can see their iridescent colors shimmering in the sunlight. My 
line starts to take off and I count to three before I set the hook. “FRESH ONE,” I yell and 
the line starts peeling off and my reel cries out for mercy! A deckhand stands by helping 
me get through the tangles and to follow the fish. It’s a tug of war between me and the 
fish and I finally start gaining line on it. “I HAVE COLOR,” I yell and I can see that it is 
dorado. I get it to the surface the deckhand makes a perfect gaff. Yes!!!!! I got my first 
dorado! Then bite shuts down because a nearby boat was following us and ran over the 
kelp-paddy, immediately scaring all of the fish away. On that paddy we landed two dorado 
and a couple of yellowtail before the bite shutdown. The deckhand got the scale out to 
weigh my dorado and he announces that is just short of 16 pounds. The rest of the day we 
search for paddies to no avail, only that one paddy was holding all the fish and since it got 
run over we didn’t have anywhere to go. The time came to go back to the landing so the 
jackpot fish were weighed and I won! We cruised back to the dock admiring the beautiful 
sunset. Boy, what a day!!

FOURTH OF JULY AT THE 
CORONADO ISLANDS

By Reilly Marin

Stars twinkle in the clear summer skies as we arrive at Dana Landing launch ramp. 
Before I know it, we have backed off of our trailer and are ready to go. Our engines purr 
in the silent and glassy water. I push the boat off the dock and hop on. It slowly slides 
out until we engage the engines. Our Skipjack 24 slices through the water as we depart 
from the launching area. This trip is the most important of the year. We have our Mexican 
fishing licenses, and we are prepared to cross the border and fish the barren Coronado 
Islands. My dad, my older cousin Jack, my other cousin Mike, and I are all onboard our 
boat with hopes of catching the elusive Coronado yellowtail. As we pull up to the bait 
barge, my dad pulls out his wallet and sees that he doesn’t have cash. He asks the man if 
he accepts credit cards, and he replies with “No credit cards, sir.” My heart sunk as I heard 
these simple words. I told myself that without live bait, we wouldn’t catch any yellowtail. 
We decided just to stick with artificials so we left the harbor. With our throttle all the way 
forward and our boat gliding over the rolling swells, we point our bow at the Coronado 
Islands. I still feel let down because we don’t have live bait, but my dad reassures me 
that we will get fish and tells me to rig up some lures. I put a sardine pattern lure on my 
favorite baitcaster reel. My cousin Jack hands me a couple of lures to rig up, so I tie them 
all up with my trustworthy “improved clinch knot”. Before I know it, we are in the shadow 
of the looming South Island. We’ve never been here before, and we are all in awe of the 
barren beauty of this untouched island. Only a beaten up Mexican Navy building bal-
ances on the edge of the island’s eastern cliff. We set up on a little area of kelp and begin 
working jigs. I send my sardine lure down to the bottom and work it back up. I feel dead 

Andy Wang, age 15 from San Diego, California shows off a nice 
dorado caught aboard the Dolphin

See Coronado Page 9

Reilly and his cousin Mike with their Coronado Yellowtail
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Berkley. The edge you need 
for fishing in the zone.

2007 SCHEDULE

For complete information and reservations, call the EXCEL office (619) 223-7493 or 
Fisherman’s Landing (619) 221-8500 Check out our website at www.excelsportfishing.com

The Largest, Most Luxurious Long Range Sportfisher in the San Diego Fleet

DATES                  DAYS      LOAD PRICE

JUL 14 JUL 20 6 32 1840  SmITH/BELL
JUL 20 JUL 25 5 33 1615  BRAID PRODUCTS OPEN 661-266-9791
JUL 25 JUL 30 5 33 1615  SOGIOkA / STIRES OPEN
JUL 30 AUG 4 5 33 1615  FISHERmAN’S WAREHOUSE CHARTER  
              559.225-1838
AUG 4 AUG 9 5            PHIL’S PROPELLERS
AUG 9 AUG 13 4 33 1365  SO. CAL TUNA CLUB
AUG 13 AUG 18 5            SITTON’S TUNA WARS
AUG 18 AUG 23 5 33 1615  HAJ SHImADA OPEN
AUG 23 AUG 28 5 33 1615  mERRITT OPEN
AUG 28 SEP 3 6 30 1965  GALLAGHER OPEN 805-644-7550
SEP 3 SEP 7 4 33 1365  OPEN
SEP 7 SEP 12 5 33 1615  OPEN
SEP 12 SEP 18 6 32 1840  COLONELLO OPEN
SEP 18 SEP 24 6 32 1840  LETS TALk HOOkUP
SEP 24 OCT 2 8 29 2340  BIG AL TUNA TOURNEY

Contender Avalon Billfish Classic Pro-Am  
September 9-11, 2007
www.catalinaclassic.com
Riviera Zane Grey Invitational
September 16-19, 2007
www.catalinaclassic.com
Hatteras Catalina Classic 
September 23-25, 2007
www.catalinaclassic.com
Make A Wish Tuna Challenge
September 29, 2007
San Diego  
www.tunachallenge.org
Fourth Annual Chuck Byron 
“FISH ON” Anglers Tournament 
October 16, 2007
San Diego
www.chuckbyron.com
Eastern Sierra Closing Day for Trout 
fishing in the Eastern Sierra
November 15, 2007 
Western Outdoor News Los Cabos 
Tuna Jackpot Tournament
November 7-10, 2007
www.loscabostunajackpot.com

vid Demer, surveys using NOAA’s 
research vessel R/V David Starr 
Jordan with multi-frequency echo 
sounders (sonars or fish finders) to 
obtain information on the strength 
of signal returns from rockfish and 
habitat. The Remotely Operated 
Vehicle (ROV) group, led by Dr. 
John Butler, then surveys at the 
same sites using the fishing ves-
sel F/V Outer Limits (thanks to 
owner Ken Franke and the crew) 
to photograph and videotape fish. 
This is a truly collaborative effort 
between the scientific commu-
nity and the recreational fishing 
community. 

Locations for surveys sites 
are provided by fishermen, so 
the scientists know that the sites 
were historically good fishing 
spots. The visual aspect of ROV 
surveys is crucial to “ground-
truth” the data that is collected 
by sonar. Laboratory experi-
ments including pressurized 
chambers test the returns from 
different rockfish species. The 
combination of ROV ground-
truthing and laboratory studies 
in pressurized chambers are 
providing information to make 
informed decisions on rockfish 
species compositions assessed.   

The results of this joint effort 
are promising thus far. The sonar 
data shows strong signals when 
large numbers of rockfish are 
present, and habitat types indi-
cated by sonar seem to coincide 
with what the visual surveys by 
ROV reveal. With plenty of suc-
cessful data collected scientists are 
working up data  and planning the 
next step to reach the final goal: 
to be able to identify and quantify 
rockfish using sonar methods that 
are non-invasive and cost-effec-
tive. Non lethal surveys can pro-
vide critical information for future 
decisions made regarding rockfish 
fishing regulations without imped-

ing recovery.  
This project is poised to 

provide critically important stock 
assessment information to our 
fisheries managers. Dr. Bill Fox, 
Science Director for the SWFSC 
wants the team to staff up to a 
large scale effort and go live by 
regularly reporting its survey find-
ings to federal fisheries manag-
ers such as the Pacific Fisheries 
Management Council (PFMC) and 
through channels to the California 
DFG and Fish & Game Commis-

sion. Just think… this technol-
ogy can be applied all around the 
country to revolutionize fishery 
management. 

[Special thanks to Deanna 
Pinkard of the SWFSC for con-
tributing to this article. For more 
information, see  http://swfsc.noaa.
gov/textblock.aspx?Division=FRD
&ParentMenuID=190&id=1291]

Acoustic fish tagging and 
telemetry:

This project has earned the dis-
tinction of providing the best sto-
ries. For example, we discovered 
that a large black sea bass traveled 
from Catalina Island to Anacapa 
Island within a 24-hour period. 
That is amazing! The big fish must 
have picked a comfortable depth 
for swimming and made a beeline 
without veering more than two 
degrees off course. This proves we 
have much to learn about fish and 

we need major funding for contin-
ued research.

Dr Michael Domeier, Execu-
tive Director of the Pfleger Insti-
tute of Environmental Research 
(PIER) began an acoustical tag-
ging and telemetry program in 
2000. Funding came from the 
George T. Pfleger foundation with 
additional support from NOAA’s 
National Marine Sanctuary Pro-
gram. Michael caught, tagged and 
released numerous black sea bass 
(Anyone jealous of him? I sure 
am!). He installed acoustic listen-
ing devices around many of our 
islands in the SoCal Bight (see 
the circles on the chart illustra-
tion) and a few along the mainland 

coast. He was then able to monitor 
movement of black seabass in or-
der to learn more about them. The 
more we know, the better we can 
manage them back to abundance. 

Michael began working with 
white seabass (WSB) in 2003, us-
ing the same type of acoustic tags 
implanted under the skin of the 
fish. The existing array of listening 
devices picked up the signals from 
the tagged WSB. It became pos-
sible to monitor the school the fish 
was swimming with as it moved 
around an island and between 

islands. Wouldn’t 
it be nice to have 
that informa-
tion available in 
real time so that 
we could know 
the location of a 
school of WSB? 
Our learning 
curve regarding 
WSB is rising 
rapidly thanks to 
this project.

After the 
Channel Islands 
MPAs were im-
planted in April of 
2003, Dr. James 
Lindholm came 
to work at PIER 
to monitor move-
ment of calico 
bass and sheep-
head respective 
of the Anacapa 
MPAs. 

The project 
team has tagged and monitored 
over 200 fish, resulting in roughly 
six million detections throughout 
the array of listening devices. All 
of these datapoints are being used 
to populate a database on MS 
Access which will provide good 
query capability for researchers 
and fishery managers who want to 
learn more about these important 
fish. 

Collaboration with other re-
search organizations can produce 
even grater results. For example, 
Partnership for Interdisciplinary 
Studies of Coastal Oceans (PIS-
CO) does water temperature moni-
toring. By comparing fish move-

“The pinniped problem is all too real to bait receiver operators” - Monica DeAngelis

See GOOD SCIENCE, Page 8

GOOD SCIENCE
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East Cape’s Premier Fishing Resort
Let’s Talk Hook-Up Members receive a
10% room discount in all categories

Rancho www.rancholeonero.com

Leonero (800) 646-2252

Join Pete Gray, Rick 
Maxa and their special 

expert guests each week 
for the latest fishing 

information...from deep-
sea fishing to flyfishing 

& tackle to travel.

Saturday
and

Sunday
7am - 9am

To Catch 
The Latest Line 

On Fishing, Tune In...
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6/30 -  MARK WISCH AND ROB SANFORD

7/1  -  JOHN IRELAND
7/7  -   CAPT BRIAN KIYOHARA AND CAPT SAM PATELLA
7/8 -  CAPT RANDY TOUSSANT AND CAPT TIM EKSTROM
7/14 -  CAPT JIM OBRIAN
7/15 -  LIVE FROM THE EAST CAPE DORADO SHOOTOUT
7/21 -  MARK LAMPSON AND JOHN HASLETT     
7/22 - CAPT SHAUN TROWBRIDGE
7/28 - MARK MILLS AND TIM CAMPBELL
7/29 -  DENNIS BRAID

8/4  - GRANT HUNNER        
8/5  -  FRANK LOPRESTE
8/11 -  LIVE FROM THE HAWAIIAN INT. BILLFISH 
  TOURNAMENT IN KONA
8/12 -  BOB AND CHUCK TAFT
8/18 - TOM RAFTICAN AND JENNY ARMSTRONG
8/19 -  CAPT ART TAYLOR AND GUNDY GUNDERSON
8/20 - HAROLD DAVIS
8/26 -  DEL MARSH AND JACK NILSEN

9/1 -  JIMMY DECKER
9/2 - KEN AND MARTY MORRIS
9/8 - JUSTIN POE
9/9 - TBA
9/15 -  CAPT TOMMY ROTHERY AND DAN OSTROSKY
9/16 - TBA
9/22 -  DOUG KERN
9/30 -   TBA

ments from the PIER database with 
the water temperature data from 
PISCO, much can be learned about 
how water temperature changes 
cause fish to move. 

[Special thanks to Dr. James 
Lindholm of PIER for contributing 
to this article. For more informa-
tion, see http://www.pier.org/CA_
coastal_index.shtml]

Calico bass tagging at MPAs: 
The goal of this collabora-

tive project is to answer questions 
about the movements of a precious 
and revered sportfish, calico bass, 
relative to Marine Protected Ar-
eas. The project is funded by the 
Collaborative Marine Research 
Program of the Channel Islands 
Marine Sanctuary Foundation and 
serves the goals of studying and 
monitoring MPAs as called for by 
the CA F&G Commission, NOAA 
and other agencies.

To accomplish the goal of the 
project, scientists are working with 
the sportfishing community to tag 
calico bass. We are also gathering 
information from recreational an-
glers and divers, commercial fish-
ers, scientists and samplers from 
the California Recreational Fisher-
ies Survey on sightings or captures 
of tagged fish. This project illus-
trates the beauty and benefits of 
collaborative research.

Serving as the project leader, 
I partnered with Dr. Carrie Culver 
of California Sea Grant Extension 
Program and Dr. Patti Halpin of 
UC Santa Barbara’s Marine Sci-
ence Institute. Recreational fish-
ing representative groups, United 
Anglers of Southern California 
(UASC) and Recreational Fish-
ing Alliance (RFA) support the 
project with anglers. Photography 
and videography is provided by 
Ramona Lisa Photography (www.
ramonalisa.com). The charterboat, 
WaveWalker (www.wavewalker.
com), along with her crew provide 
the fishing platform for highly 
targeted calico bass fishing inside 
of MPAs under permits held by our 
research scientists. 

We fish tight to the boiler 
rocks, primarily using swimbaits 
and Gulp! baits on leadheads. 
When conditions are just right we 
anchor at the edge of kelp spots 
and shallow reefs, chum up the 
bass and offer them a variety of 
baits and lures. Our chum is a 
powerful mix of UniGoop (www.
unigoop.com) and my own ground 
up mixture of leftover baits.

Our highly specialized tech-
niques resulted in a better than 

80% calico catch rate with very 
little bycatch. Our fish are care-
fully tagged and gently released 
to help us learn more about their 
movements in relation to MPAs. 
No major calico bass tagging study 
has been done since the 1950s, a 
half-century before the MPAs were 
implemented.

We have successfully tagged 
calicos at the Channel Islands, 
within the Scorpion MPA and 
Anacapa MPA/MCA, and now the 
broader recreational angling com-
munity is encouraged to become 
involved as calicos are caught 
outside of the reserves. When you 
catch a tagged calico, photograph 
the tag, or keep the tag if you are 
keeping the fish, note your loca-
tion and measure or weigh the fish. 
Report your catch on-line at www.
calicobasstag.org  or by calling 
(805) 448-0845. For submitting a 
tag or a clear photo of a tag, we’ll 
give you a package of Berkley 
Gulp! Bait and automatically enter 
you in a drawing to win a $200 
gift certificate from Boaters World.  
Two drawings are planned, so you 
have multiple opportunities to enter 
and win. 

[For more information, see  
www.calicobasstag.org]

Rockfish tagging: 
The Nearshore Groundfish 

Tagging Project that has been go-
ing strong since December 2002. 
With a grant from the Pacific States 
Marine Fishery Council, Dr. Doyle 
Hanan of Hanan & Associates, the 
National Marine Fishery Service 
(NMFS), the California DFG, and 
the Sportfishing Association of 
California (SAC) are collaborat-
ing to collect life history, growth, 
movement and fishery interac-
tion information on 19 species of 
southern California groundfish 
of importance to recreational and 
commercial fisheries in the federal 
groundfish Fisheries Management 
Plan. 

Doyle’s group is doing data 
analysis and populating a database 
to be accessed from the websites of 
the PFMC or California DFG. This 
is considered a dataset of major im-
portance and as such has assisted 
in stock assessments that affected 
fisheries management decisions 
to give recreational anglers more 
favorable fishing regulations dur-
ing the past couple of years. So this 
project has worked for us. 

Using chartered sportfishing 
boats across Southern California 
carrying volunteer anglers, includ-

ing members of our various repre-
sentative organizations including 
SAC, UASC and RFA, this is a 
win-win situation: the sportboat 
captains and owners are helped fi-
nancially during seasonal and area 
closures, and the biologists benefit 
from the years of fishing experi-
ence of the captains and fisher-
men. According to Dr. Hanan, 
more than 34,000 fish have been 
tagged to date during 246 tagging 
trips. Nearly 1200 returns gives an 
impressive tag return rate of 3.5%. 
This is turning out to be arguably 
the most successful tag and release 
study ever done in US waters.

Careful fish-handling tech-

niques resulted in mortality rate 
of less than 6%.  Most fishing has 
been done in water of 120 feet or 
less and fish have been reeled up 
slowly to minimize bladder disten-
tion. Using jigs and plastics some-
times tipped with squid resulted 
in lip-hooked fish which release 
easily. Biologists use antiseptic on 
the tags and also on needles when 
piercing swim bladders is neces-
sary. Even seemingly damaged 
rockfish with bulging and crystal-
lized eyes were caught months 
later and found to be healthy, prov-
ing that rockfish can be success-

GOOD SCIENCE

See GOOD SCIENCE, Page 10
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www.bajafishgear.comSpecializing in
LOCAL - LONG RANGE & BIG GAME TACKLE

NEW, USED, & COLLECTABLE
BUY, SELL, TRADE & CONSIGN

ROD & REEL SERVICE, CUSTOM & REPAIR
CA & MEXICAN LICENSES

BAIT

$20.00 0FF*
BAJA FISH GEAR®

We make fishing more catching!®
24603 NARBONNE AVENUE, LOMITA, CA 90717

(310) 517- 9897       OPEN 7 DAYS
*ON YOUR NEXT IN-STORE PURCHASE OF $100 OR MORE

LIMIT 1 COUPON PER CUSTOMER
VALID UNTIL Oct 31, 2007

NOT USABLE FOR FISHING LICENSES OR CONSIGNMENTS


weight on my second cast, so I crank the jig 
in, expecting a fat chunk of kelp. I see an 
unusual looking blur attached to my lure. I 
swing it over the gunwale and it’s a lingcod! 
We measure it, and it comes out to be nearly 
24 inches. Not knowing all of the Mexican 
regulations, we decide not to risk it. With a 
splash and a flick of the tail, my dad releases 
the lingcod back into its Mexican waters. 
My cousins both work their lures in the 
glassy waters but to no avail. We decide to 
set up a troll, so Jack and I set back some 
Rapalas and a Krocodile spoon. We make 
one pass through an area that we thought 
seemed fishy, but we have no takers. We 
swing the boat around and troll through the 
same area. We can see some baitfish on the 
surface and we are ready for action. After a 
few minutes, the Rapala is picked up. Since 
it is on the rod that I am in charge of, I set 
the hook and work the fish towards the boat. 
The barracuda comes to the surface and my 
dad secures it in the net. After gently remov-
ing the treble hook from its toothy mouth, 
we release it back into the clear dark green 
water. Mike, Jack, and I have been fishing 
this whole time, but I am still the only one to 
catch a fish. We think that we could get some 
more fish at the South Kelp, so we troll out 
to that area. I send my sardine jig out in the 
current, and I work it back in. When I finally 
get the lure back to the surface, an unusual 
blur appears behind it. I swing the lure over 
into the boat and I see a little starfish barely 
hooked onto my jig! I still wonder how in the 
world that starfish was hooked onto my lure! 
After releasing this unusual catch, we fished 
the area but didn’t even have a nibble. The 
action seemed to be dying down, so my dad 
told us we would troll through South Island 
a couple of times and then head home. We 
set out our Rapalas and a Krocodile, point 
our bow north, and barely kick the throttle 
into gear. Our lures rattle the surface of the 
water as we made our way past the island. I 

have a feeling that something was about to 
happen. My rod has a light tap, and I grab 
the rod to see if it is hooked up. Suddenly, 
the tip of the eight foot rod drops into the 
water and the spinning reel starts scream-
ing! I lean back, set the hook, and I am on! 
I try to stop the fish but it keeps taking line, 
making my reel sing an endless “ZING!” 
Before I know it, all of the 12 lb. test on my 
spinning reel is gone and an empty spool is 
all that remains. I grab the line so the knot 
holding the line on the reel doesn’t break. I 
say to myself, “Okay, I’ll get this fish! He’s 
not going to break me off or spool me!! 
WHAT? Why is my line slack?” The fish is 
gone! NO! This was the fish of a lifetime! 
I know it! I reel in more line just in case 
the fish is charging the boat. Yes, it’s still 
there!! My rod dips into the water again, but 
I manage to gain line from this enormous 
fish. I work it in towards the boat and I tell 
my dad that I see color. He snatches the 
gaff and runs to my aid while my cousins 
nearly fall overboard to see what is on my 
line. I see bright fins and a pointed tail in 
the crystal clear water. It’s a yellowtail!! My 
dad sinks the gaff into the beautiful fish and 
hoists it over the gunwale as my cousins 
stare in awe. We caught what we targeted, 
the beautiful California Yellowtail!!! We are 
all screaming so much, you probably could 
have heard us back at the launch ramp. My 
dad tosses the fish on ice and we drop our 
lures into the water. Nothing takes the jigs 
so we pull in our lines and head home. We 
are all wearing smiles from ear to ear. My 
legs are still shaking when we were half 
way back to Mission Bay because I was 
so excited. We pull up to the Bahia Hotel 
and tie off to the dock. We show all of our 
family the fat yellowtail that we caught at 
the Coronado Islands, and I say to myself, 
“What an awesome way to start our Fourth 
of July weekend!”
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Important note to those who submit photos:
 All photos, once submitted, become the property of Let’s Talk Hook-up, Inc. and may be re-

printed and/or used on at the discretion of Let’s Talk Hook-up. All photos of minors need their 
parents’ or guardian’s written permission before we can publish them.

hookup1090.com
On the web the Let’s Talk Hook-Up “Links Page” is 

loaded with links to informative pages including:

Send us your favorite fishing photo or story by mail 
or e-mail and it might end up as a featured item on 
our website or in the Let’s Talk Hook-Up newsletter.

Berkley Fishing Products
Rancho Leonero
Turner’s Outdoorsman
Fisherman’s Landing
Shimano
Shogun
Blue Water Tours
San Diego Sportfishing Council
Ford Motor Company
Bob Baker Auto Group
Kingfisher Charters
Qualifier 105
Dana Wharf Sportfishing
Cass Tours
Royal Star
Fisherman’s Landing Tackle
Sportfishing Association of
California (SAC)
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GOOD SCIENCE
fully released. 

Doyle needs your help with tag 
returns. When you catch a tagged 
rockfish, note the information on 
the tag, note your location and the 
depth you caught it, measure the 
fish and call the number on the 
tag to make your report. You will 
be assisting an important research 
project and your report may very 
well help bring about more favor-
able fishing regulations. 

[For more information see 
http://fwie.fw.vt.edu/tagging/
progInfo.asp?progName=CA_
Nearshore_Groundfish_Tagging_
Project. Questions can be directed 
to drhanan@cox.net or eroberts@
dfg.ca.gov ]

Angler and boater interaction 
with pinnipeds: 

NMFS supports a program to 
help us guard our boats, docks, 
gear and catch from Pacific harbor 
seals and California sea lions. It is 
heartening to see the government 
working hard to help us solve one 
of our greatest fishing and boating 
problems. 

Populations of these pesky crit-
ters have increased dramatically, 
to a robust and healthy level, since 
the passage of the Marine Mam-
mal Protection Act (MMPA) in 
1972. Rapidly increasing popula-
tion results in a relational increase 
in the number of interactions with 
humans. Staff at NMFS Southwest 
Office are seeking ways to protect 
property, fishing gear and catch 
from damage. Good progress has 
been made and we have some help-
ful guidelines to follow. 

Progress is obvious at certain 
bait receivers where pinnipeds 
had previously caused widespread 
damage and loss of bait. Newly in-
stalled sturdy rail or fence barriers 
are preventing marine mammals 
from boarding receivers for haul 
out and predation at select loca-
tions such as Moss landing, Mon-
terey, Redondo and San Diego. 

Water sprinkler systems with 
motion detector activators have 
been installed and proven effective 
at Newport Beach and San Diego. 
Now other bait receiver personnel 
at locations such as Santa Barbara 
are experimenting with sprinkler 
systems. There are bugs to work 
out of the systems such as adequate 
electrical grounding, but ongoing 
research and experimentation are 
helping tremendously. An ancillary 
advantage to sprinkler systems is 
deterrence of predatory birds. 

Boaters are using swim step 
protectors and taller rails to keep 
seals and sea lions from boarding 
and making a mess of their craft. 
Private boaters and marine districts 
are anxious to find relief from the 
onslaught of pinnipeds looking for 
favorable haul out spots. 

Anglers now have a list of de-
terrent methods to help guard our 
gear and catch. Visual repellents 
and noise makers include boat haz-
ing and circling, pounding on the 
hull, lawful pyrotechnics, starter 
pistols, horns, bells and whistles. 
Physical contact is permissible as 
long as it doesn’t result in physical 

damage to the critter, such as tear-
ing the skin or rupturing an eye. 
Items in use include sling shots, 
paint ball guns and non-lethal 
ammunition. Note that non-lethal 
weapons must be easily identifi-
able at a distance with something 
like brightly-colored tape. Before 
engaging in these deterrent tactics, 
study information available on 
the following website,  http://swr.
nmfs.noaa.gov/deter/Dets_Fisher.
htm. 

Research continues. Dr. Doyle 
Hanan (who heads the Nearshore 
Groundfish Tagging Project cov-
ered in this article) is under con-
tract to experiment with various 
deterrent methods and report his 
findings. 

Staff at the NMFS Protected 
Resources Division wants anglers, 
boaters and dock owners to know 
that we are not left to fend for 
ourselves without support. Staff 
is working on solutions, remains 
flexible and most importantly 
wants to hear from folks regarding 
our experiences. 

Contact Monica DeAngelis, 
Marine Mammal Biologist, at 
(562) 980-3232 or e-mail her at 
Monica.DeAngelis@noaa.gov

Physical Ocean Research and 
Larval Distribution:

The Partnership for Interdisci-
plinary Studies of Coastal Oceans 
(PISCO) is a research consortium 
of west coast universities, with 
support from NOAA and core 
funding from the Packard and 
Moore foundations. Among their 
multidisciplinary research agendas 
are two that help us better under-
stand oceanographic influences 
on fish that anglers target and the 
ecosystems that support them. One 
is physical oceanographic research 
and the second is larval dispersal 
research. 

 Physical oceanographic 
research focuses on how physical 
processes in the marine environ-
ment, such as currents, winds and 
waves affect fish and other sea life. 
Short term impacts can be loss of 
kelp forests from powerful swells 
generated by winter storms, or fish 
larvae that are swept away from 
their natural settlement areas by 
strong currents. Long term effects 
can be trends in ocean tempera-
tures and circulation processes that 
dictate the distribution of popula-
tions by inhibiting larval transport 
in one direction while enhancing it 
in another. 

 From this valuable research, 
anglers and fishery managers can 
gain a better understanding of how 
and to what extent oceanographic 
dynamics affect the lives of the sea 
creatures and habitats we are striv-
ing to manage. It will be extremely 
beneficial, for example, to have a 
good understanding of the quan-
tifiable damage of a major winter 
storm or of a strong El Nino event. 

 To monitor the physical 
processes important to nearshore 
aquatic communities, PISCO uses 
moored instruments, small boat 
operations and land-based high 
frequency radars (called CO-

DARS). They have many semi-
permanent stations along the inner 
shelf of the U.S. west coast, where 
they measure ocean temperature 
and other physical variables such 
as the velocity of ocean cur-
rents. These stations are clustered 
primarily near the participating 
university campuses along the 
Oregon coast (OSU campus), in 
Monterey Bay (UCSC), the Santa 
Barbara Channel and Channel 
Isles (UCSB) and other strategic 
locations in the SoCal Bight. 

 Gaining a better understand-
ing of larval transport factors is 
important to the recreational fish-
ing community because it helps 
us find where fish live as well as 
where they come from, thereby 
helping us become more success-
ful anglers and also better stewards 

of our ocean. It is relatively easy to 
understand how prevailing cur-
rents may distribute larvae, but this 
research goes after less obvious 
factors. For example, PISCO sci-
entists observe nearshore responses 
to factors such as upwelling relax-
ation, including current reversals 
that may be important for deliver-
ing invertebrate and fish larvae to 
ideal habitats. This is how they try 
to achieve their primary goal of 
linking the physical dynamics of 
the nearshore ocean with recruit-
ment into intertidal and subtidal 
communities. 

 For more information, see  
http://www.piscoweb.org/research



SHIMANO & LET’S TALK HOOK-UP 
ON-THE-WATER SEMINARS

BIGHT FISHING PRODUCTS

WWW.KICKERJIGS.COM

We Feature:
a  Top Name Instructors
a  Tackle provided by Shimano, Mustad, Berkley,   
 FishTrap, Kicker, and more...
a  Tailored towards novice and experienced anglers
a  Every angler receives a tackle package gift
a  Shimano rod and reel give-away on every trip
a  All trips limited load
a  Barry Brightenburg as instruction coordinator
a  Dana Landing Market staff as seminar coordinators
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SEMINARS FEATURE SOME OF THESE PRODUCTS ...

Club Card discount does not apply on seminars. 80% refund 30 days prior to trip. No refunds after that. 
Advertised rates reflect cash discount - Visa/Mastercard accepted with 3% surcharge. 50% deposit required ot time of reservation.

Prices are all per person and do not include fishing license or Mexican Permits when required, food or beverages unless noted otherwise. 
Fuel surcharge may apply on any and all trips

Saturday, July 14  - Monday, July 16 -- A 1 1/2 day trip on the ‘SEARCHER”
Captain Art Taylor and his seasoned professional crew will give you extra time on the fishing grounds plus have plenty of time to travel 
to the “big ones.” Stateroom accommodations and all food is included! Departs 6pm 7/14; returns 7am7/16. $340 plus Mexican Permits 

and possible fuel surcharge. 

Sun, Sept 30 -- A 3/4 -day Coastal Kids’ trip from Seaforth Sportfishing
This fun 3/4 -day kid’s trip aboard the “San Diego” from Seaforth Sportfishing is one of our most popular.  Hurry and book early, as 
they fill fast. 6:30am departure and 4pm return. Adults $75 and kids 15 and under $55 plus Mexican Permits and fuel surcharge

Sat, Sept. 8 - Mon, Sept. 10 -- A 1 1/2 day fishing trip on the “LEGEND”
Join Captain Shaun Trowbridge on one of Southern California’s most popular boat. The LEGEND has gained the reputation as one of the 
most productive offshore operations.  Add with the free and easy parking at Seaforth Sportfishing and this trip is a real winner. All food 
included. $295 plus Mexican Permits and fuel surcharge. 10pm departure 9/8 and 6am return 9/10

Wed, August 8 - Sat, Aug. 11 -- A 3-day Mini Long Range Trip on the “SEARCHER”
The 95’ SEARCHER features stateroom accommodations, large galley, huge bait capacity, and plenty of fishing room.  All meals in-
cluded! A great way to learn how to land more and bigger tuna. This prime trip at a super price includes all the extras.
$850 plus Mexican Permits and fuel surcharge. 1pm departure 8/8 and 8am return 8/11.

Tue, July 31 - Fri, Aug. 3 -- A 3-day Mini Long Range Trip on the “QUALIFIER 105”
Great opportunity to fish aboard one of the finest sportfishing boats in the world. Trip departs at noon on Tuesday and returns around 7am 
on Friday, giving us plenty of time to reach the best fishing grounds.  The Qualifier 105 features stateroom accommodations, great food 
(all meals included!), and is a fantastic fishing platform.  $950 per person plus Mexican Permits and fuel surcharge.

Sunday May 20 -- Fish Trap Lures and San Clemente Island aboard the “FREEDOM”
Join Fish Trap Lure’s Barry Brightenburg on a special trip to improve your skills fishing swim baits. San Clemente Island is known for 
its incredible bass fishing, a perfect spot to hone your lure skills. This is also a good time for yellowtail and white sea bass.  Departs 22nd 
Street Landing at 9pm Saturday, May 19 . $130 per person.

Wednesday, June 27 -  Friday, June 29 -- 1 1/2 day trip on the “ISLANDER”
Built originally as the RED ROOSTER II, the 88’ ISLANDER played a critical role in developing today’s long range fleet. The ISLAND-
ER features stateroom accommodations, huge bait capacity, RSW system to store your catch, as well as the most modern fish finding 
equipment. Captains Shane Slaughter and John Conniff bring their experience and enthusiasm to the helm as new owners  of the boat. All 
food included on limited load trip. Departs 9pm6/27 and returns approx. 8am on 6/29. $340 per person plus Mexican permits

Mustad
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FOR  INFORMATION,  AVAILABILITY,  OR  RESERVATIONS  
CALL  DANA  LANDING  619.226.2929

Trip 7

Trip 6

Trip 5

Trip 4

Trip 3

Trip 2

Trip 1
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A note to trip participants:  All trips are booked directly with travel agents, resort, or boat.  Let’s Talk Hook-up, 
Inc. is not legally responsible for any occurrence on any and all of the above trips.  All participants agree to 
hold Let’s Talk Hook-up, Inc. harmless of all legal claims.

FISHING TRIPS, RESORTS, 
FISHING TACKLE AND BOAT SUPPLIES

RANCHO LEONERO RESORT
EAST CAPE  OF BAJA

 800-334-2252
10% OFF HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS (DIRECT 

BOOKINGS)
 NOT GOOD WITH OTHER DISCOUNTS

OR PACKAGES

 DANA WHARF SPORTFISHING
34675 GOLDEN LANTERN, DANA POINT  

(714) 496-5794
$5 OFF 1/2 DAY TRIPS,
$10 OFF 3/4 DAY TRIPS

H & M LANDING
2803 EMERSON ST., SAN DIEGO

(619) 222-1144
10% OFF 1/2, 3/4, OR FULL DAY TRIP

SEAFORTH SPORTFISHING
1717 QUIVIRA RD., SAN DIEGO

(619) 224-3383
$5 OFF 1/2 DAY OR 3/4 DAY TRIP

PALMAS DE CORTEZ, PUNTA
COLORADA, PLAYA DEL SOL  
BAJA EAST CAPE RESORTS

1-877-777-TUNA
10% OFF HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 

(DIRECT BOOKINGS)

QUALIFIER 105
LONG RANGE FISHING

2801 EMERSON ST., SAN DIEGO 
(619) 223-2786

10% OFF ANY LONG RANGE TRIP
CABINS M AND O ONLY.

NOT GOOD WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT OR CHAR-
TER PRICE

BAJA FISH GEAR
24607 NARBONNE AVE

LOMITA, CA 90717 310-517-9897
10% OFF

EXCLUDING REELS, SALE ITEMS,
AND LICENSES

ORDER YOUR LET’S TALK HOOK-UP CLUB CARD, QUALITY

100% COTTON T-SHIRT OR EMBROIDERED HAT TODAY!
Name______________________________________

Address____________________________________   
        
City______________________________State_____

Zip___________        Phone (        )______________

 Send Check to:  
 Let’s Talk Hook-up
 1220 Rosecrans St. #955
 San Diego, Ca 92106

~ Or Pay with a Credit Card ~

M/C or Visa #___________-___________-___________-___________      Exp. Date_____________

Name on credit card________________________________________
Please send me:       
_____ Let’s Talk Hook-up Club Card - $15.00                                                         _______
_____ Let’s Talk Hook-up embroidered hat-khaki $12.00 each   _______

Original “Let’s Talk Hook-up” T-Shirts:
_____ White T-Shirt - M L XL (circle) $12 each / XXL $13.00 each  _______
_____ Ash T-Shirt - M L XL (circle) $12 each / XXL $13.00 each  _______
                                                                                                               
       Subtotal: _______
SHIPPING & HANDLING - APPLIES ON ALL ORDERS (Except club Card Only)   $4.00
                                                                                                                    
   We Pay the Sales Tax!  Total: ======



PURFIELD’S PRO TACKLE
Marina del Rey

10% OFF
Excluding reels, sale items, and licenses

SEARCHER SPORTFISHING
FISHERMANS LANDING, SAN DIEGO 

(619) 226-2403  
10% OFF MULTI-DAY TRIPS

FISHERMANS LANDING TACKLE
2838 Garrison St San Diego (619)221-8500

    25% OFF ALL TACKLE RENTAL

HOOK, LINE, AND SINKER
     1224 SCOTT ST., SAN DIEGO  (619) 224-1336

    10% OFF 
EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS AND INT’L. REELS

 THE LONGFIN
     2730 E. Chapman Ave.

Orange(714) 538-9300
     10% OFF

EXCLUDING REELS, LICENSES, AND SALE ITEMS

ANGLERS CENTER
419 N. NEWPORT BLVD., NEWPORT BEACH (714) 642-6662

10% OFF
EXCLUDING REELS AND LICENSES

PACIFIC EDGE BAIT & TACKLE
5044 EDINGER AVE., HUNTINGTON BEACH  (714) 840-4262

10% OFF BAIT TANKS & CROWDERS

 ANGLER’S CHOICE
1910 Rosecrans Street, SAN DIEGO, CA 92106

(619) 223-2324
10% OFF

EXCLUDING FISHING LICENSES, SALE ITEMS, AND SE-
LECTED RODS & REELS

DANA LANDING MARKET & FUEL DOCK
2580 INGRAHAM STREET, SAN DIEGO

(619) 226-2929
10% OFF TACKLE

EXCLUDING LICENSES, SALE ITEMS,
SELECTED RODS AND REELS

25% OFF FISHING SKIFF RENTAL
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11th Annual Rancho Leonero Spring Tournament
Sat, Jun 2 through Wed, Jun 6, 2007

One of the best times of the year in the East Cape for great weather and superb fishing. 
Join Pete Gray and Rick maxa on this fun tournament. This year we’re adding a new 
twist; you have the option to fish two or three days keeping your best two days for the 
tournament results. Package includes four nights lodging, two or three days of fishing, 
all meals, and tournament entry. For more information call the Rancho Leonero office 
at (800) 334-2252.

7-Day Adventure aboard the ISLANDER
Sun, June 10 through Sun, Jun17, 2007

This is a special trip for those that love to fish and surf. Fish offshore plus Benitos and 
Cedros islands and surf some of the remote world-class waves like Natividad  Island 
off Baja’s coast. This is during prime time for south swell, tuna, and yellowtail action. 
Limited to just 16 passengers for a bargain price of $1695 plus permits. Call (619) 224-
4388 or go to islandersportfishing.com for more information.

10th Annual Kingfisher Lodge in Sitka Alaska Trip
Sun, June 17 through Thur, June 21, 2007

The end of June is the peak of the legendary king salmon run in Sitka. It is also a great 
time to target big halibut.  It took us several years to get Seth to give us these dates for 
our trip, as it is considered the absolute prime part of the king run. You will also have 
the opportunity to catch huge ling cod and rock fish. This package to Kingfisher Lodge 
in Sitka includes 3 days of fully guided fishing each day (10 hour full day charters on 26’ 
heated cabin cruisers with no more than 4 persons per boat), 4 nights lodging, break-
fast, lunch, dinner, snacks, and soft drinks each day, fish cleaning, vacuum packing, 
freezing, and boxing, all necessary fishing licenses, all fishing gear, tackle, bait, rain 
gear, airport pickups, and transportation in Sitka. For more information and reservations 
please contact Kingfisher Charters at (800)-727-6136.

Katmai Lodge - King Salmon Alaska
Wed, Aug 15 through Wed, Aug 22, 2007

The ultimate in giant Alaskan rainbow trout and silver salmon fishing on the pristine 
Alagnak River in the katmai National Wilderness.  World famous katmai Lodge is lo-
cated right on the river so fishing is not weather dependent. They have a fleet of boats 
powered by new Yamaha 4 stroke outboards, top guides, river-front accommodations 
and superb food. Trip Includes 6 1/2 days of guided fishing (up to 12 hours per day if 
you wish) plus our trip will include one free fly-out to another remote river destination 
($375 value) Price also includes a $500 Let’s Talk Hook-Up discount for a total discount 
of $875 off the regular price. This is the best value for a quality, remote Alaskan trophy 
fishing lodge. $4995 plus airfare, license, and tax.  Call 800.937.7335 or check www.
katmai.com

3rd Annual Let’s Talk Hook-Up/”Al from Topanga” Alaskan 
Fishing expedition Clover Pass Resort - 

Ketchikan, Alaska
Mon, Aug 27 through Sat, Sept 1, 2007

This special fishing package includes five days of self guided fishing in your 
own boat, five nights lodging, all meals, and airport transfers. This is prime time 
for silver salmon, rock fish, and giant Alaskan halibut. Guided packages also 
available. $1550 per person plus air, license, and tax Call 800.410.2234 or www.
cloverpassresort.com

6 Day Long Range Adventure aboard the Excel
Tue, Sept 18 through Mon, Sept 24, 2007

Six days of prime time fishing aboard the largest and most luxurious sportfishing boat 
in the world.  This six day adventure opens up many possible destinations, and you 
can be sure Captain Shaun Steward and his expert crew will take you to the finest 
fishing available for tuna, wahoo, yellowtail, and more. This trip fills fast, so don’t wait 
to book your spot! $1840 plus permits and fuel surcharge. Call 619.223.7493 or www.
excelsportfishing.com

 

13th Annual Let’s Talk Hook-up/Hotel Palmas de Cortez 
Fall Fishing Spectacular

Thur, October 18 through Mon, October 22, 2007
Special fishing packages available: 
Standard room/standard cruiser
Deluxe suite with super cruiser 
Condos with super cruiser 
Super panga packages
All packages include 5 days/4 nights accommodations, 
3 meals per day, 
2 days of fishing, entry into the fun tournament with great prizes and surprises, hotel 
tax, hotel gratuity, plus welcome cocktail.  
Packages do not include airfare or transfers.
Call today! 877-777-TUNA

WESTERN OUTDOOR NEWS
185 Ave. La Pata, San Clemente (800) 290-2929

10% OFF REGULAR SUBSCRIPTION PRICE ON
WESTERN OUTDOOR NEWS AND WESTERN OUTDOOR MAGAZINE

MENTION SOURCE CODE 3LTH FOR DISCOUNT WHEN PLACING ORDER

Let’s Talk Hook-up 
Club Card Update

As a member, you receive a club card good for one year entitling you to all of these one-time
discounts as well as a one year subscription (3 issues) to our newsletter delivered to you!


